A1 the Aral: Towers, the langest of te Amazor
ot lodges, guasts-can view flore ang fauna

SO 3 urigie parspaclive in e junghe Canooy

the amourt of weler cartied by tha
Misslssippl. & single day's discharge
irio the Atlamtic is sufficient to supply
MNew York City with 2 ning-yaar supply
of fresh wabsr. The Amazons
immengs volume aof fresh watar
dilutes this ooean's saftiness 161 km
{ 10 miles) from shors.

Mora than two-thirds of the Amazon
kasin i coverad by Bn immensa rain
forest.  In fact, the Amazon rain
forest, which represents over ong-
third of the earth's remaining rain
forest, also constitutes earth'a lamgest
resarve of biologlcal resources.
Cruring recent decades deforestation
haz accelerated due to the
developmant of new highways and
airports and the discovary of
minerals. The current population of
Brazi's Amazon region is soma 17
millian, or 3.4 mhabstants par squarne
km. B2% of this population lves in
urban arags while only 38% sas in
ryral aress.

oy

| Brazil the neme "Sclimoea” is used
for the Amaron from Iguitos, Peru to
the mouth of tha Riec Negro,
Braziiana use the lBm "Amazon”

Crods gawk at 4 foat camying a glgantic mythical bed during Camive
oatabrations in Manaus

(Bctually "Amazonas® in
Poruguese) for the rver
only from the Rig MNegmo
gast to the Atlaniic
Ccean, Manaus
(prongunced “Man-
awsh'}), the largesi
Amazan rivar city with a
poputation of 1,300,000,
iz situated near the 8
junclion of the brownish- B85S
yvallow [(muddy) Rio
Solimoas and the "black”
Rip Negro.  Intarestingy.
dus b0 their diferent
denziles, velocities and |
temperatures, fhess two
great rivers flow together X
far & km (4 miles) before
mixirg. A digtinct siripe
fiows down the center
until the Iwo rivers
eveniually blend Into &
singla unifarm color.

Manaus' most famous
monument [z & opers S
house, the Teatro
Amagonas, which was inaugurated in
1888, Bullt over a 15-vear perod
during Brazil's |ate nineteanth
cantury rubber boom from matarials
imported from Europa, the 681-s&a1
neoclassical opera house was lasl
restorad i 1990 and is still in usa
today. Only tha wood for the floors
and the chalrs came from Brazil, and
aven thal wood was sent to Eurppe
for molding before being returned io
thie jungle forinetalation.

Manaus'
inganious
fipating docks,
constructed by a
E Scottlsh
S engineer gt the
beginning of the
tweantialh

& cantury, rise and
el fal by up 1o 10
B meters (32 feat)
with the Rio
Megro's  wanying
watar kvel. Al
§ the Mussu do
Indlag in
downRtown
Manaue | viewad
artifacta,
costurmes and waapons from the
reqion's principal fribes. Duwe to a
favorable exchange rate, the
musaum gt shop offersd experty-

wovan baskets from as liftle as IS0
3: snd | was abde to purchase one
large baskel which stamds a full matar
high for onby UG08, One of tha cther
highlighis of my visit o Manaus was
gttanding the very colorful Camival
parpda thers.

On the second day of the cruise the
Seabourm Pride anchored near the
145km (B0-mile}-long Anavilharas
Archipalago which congigts of 40
iglands and is stuated northaest of
Manaus on the Rio Negro. Unllke the
muddy Sofimpes {Amaznn), the Rio
MNegmo flows over a bed of fine sand
that ks free of sedimant. Evan though
the Rio Megro's water appears black,
il is said thal its watar s purer than tap
watar found in most uwrban areas
Also, incredibly, the Rip Megro is fras
of mosquitoss and many olher types
of insacts. K ks thought thet the river
abeorbs plant materials which
dissoive and add natural toxing.
Thiough not harmful to fish or jungie
animals which drink from the rivar, the
poigens  apparently Inhibit the
reproductve cyclas of most insects,

The Anavilhanas Archipelago B a
developed |ungle resort area. | ook
the oppariunity to towr Arau Amazon
Towers, the larpest tree top lodge.
Established in 1986 with a mens eight
moms, todey the resor boasts &
hellpad and can accommodats
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