Photor Left— Mo fireaemi are allowed in
the nter-Continamtad Hotel In Halyal?

Twor pigs, donated by Thina in 20021, are
o dizploy in the Kobad Zoo.

Right- Tha Thiani: Market inthe drisd-up
Mkl Rivar tabead i o Indm Hre Hel -
Iyveoed movie, When the river Aoads, Hhe
muarket inks. Foctory-produced carpets

fram lean are tald hers.

clize dnd Bweshops were all
convemenily lecated in tbe lobby of my
Hodal. Tren | went to oed as by then i
seemed like | had not slept forsver

[Far thi recard. my Balel rad al one
bme actuatly been an Inter-Continental

o o he fwentisth centuny. Howeswer,
during tre past decede scme T0% of i
coltection has been pitered

Aoross the slraed from the Kabul
fuseum 5 Carulaman Palace. bl in
the 120 by I'i.ulg amariufial ann Bler

Ariana Afghan Afrlines files from Kabul to both Dubai and pelhi

several times weekly, Kabulis also served from Baku by Azerbaljan

Airtines and from Islamabad by Pakistan International Airwmys

hotel. Mowadays, it s no longsr part of
thal chain, but # conbnues 1o use s old
niame. At about UED 105 a mght fora
deluxs room, the hotel offers no air
corciorang; but at least elecino Tes
asg peonaded. Thig was irnpr_:-l larsl in
duby when dayvlime femperatses wera
i Lhis s

O ther moriiing of 14 July | swoke sarly
and rest my interpreler and drives for a
sghtseeing tour of the cily. We Degan
vath s crhve B0 the Kargha D abaul
Fomicvdes culside Batul '.'".In;,:-."g {krex
shess ol the lake is @ restaurant selina
griawe of ponie Iretts. Wy inderpreter
explaimed that locals somatimes enjoy
ponies at this kEke on Fridays.

I conbinaed an o Wesl Kabol weach bad
Ligen-a residential ared at one bmo,

Bt <baring e Alghan civil wiaa
Prasands ware farced 1o fee as fua
Mugzheddin militias shefled 15 vanous
Avenies and villas f."l::ll"!'l the
susraundimg hitls - Today Wian) Kakaal i
all sl destroyedd

Sdopping by the Habu! Museum |Hound
neintera and plasterers harg alwork, o
unfdunately here was nothing to be
zean. &1 one fime this museum was
well-kniown for its extensive collesicn
which extended fram prehstone imes

used as the Soviet embassy
Whille figghtsgy T 7982
ormward destroped dhe
palace building, it remans
one of tha most imprassive
struclures in Kabul

The Kanul Zog, which spons
TGO .‘?lig.ﬂ.'-. godne Bears & wol!
and vanous her anirmals
and boeds, receives aboul
1000 wisors & weok: Blind
in one eye and toothless, the
kakil Zoc's most famous
resident, 40-year-ald Marjan
the lion, a gift from

Cermany. had managed 1o
sutvivi he irdense ghleg
of the © 230's when the zoo
rad bean in the line of fire o
rockets fired from nearby
hillz. Manan losthis eye
whert @ Talibar fightar
chribed inta s cage in latke
2007, Blanarg, Marjan ate
the man, Bul the fellow's
brodhie: soon ieturned to
sk reyire by throwing &
gressacte inla Manany's e [
lEsamdting the o Bally B
and kame  Marjan digs
ooyasal Wweaks laler in
January 202

25

Mest | visited the Babur Gardens. Buil:
inthe 1500's unde Bzbur Shah the
great-grandson of Tamearlane. the
gardens are contained waihina large
waled nillsde compound. T Sullel-
packed tormbs of Bebur Shan ana his
wite and Tamily may 2l he weaed
there today. A small marble e
Beith by Babur's suceessor, Shah
dzhan, in the middla of the sisteents
cenfury, also eundves

The last Afghan xing, Zahir Shah
finay retumed ta Kabulin Apal 2002
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A maneychanger §ikd onthe ground, owaiting
o dient oy he endwres the midswmmer heat.

The inkericr of the mowiclesim ab Babasr beard
witness bo more than two decodes of conflict in
wrhich the rocheke of rival foectiond were lired

awer o inko kthe Bobur Gardends.
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