A SHORT
VISITTO

REYIIAVIK,

celoncts ancien! porhomens, the &Hhing,

was estobiished in 930 some 60 ke (03]

miles] aast of whare Rayzjaeik [ Rogl -pah-
wik’], leeland's capital, is now sifuated In the
ot aightesnih cenhary, thye Althing  wes
maoved to Sevkijovik itzalr,

15 thought tra: Baysjavik wes sstled in
974, Reykjavik mecns “hooy
lcelondic, retering to the gectkemnol steom
prosdusd by rearby hot springz. By
17864 the population of Revkjovik
then lceland's moin troding esnter, §

inle" e

wns . F0. Togoy the city ha

| 12000 inhabimasts; oo, with s
suburbs, tha tobai is TAGOO0, This §
represerts. neory o teo-thircs o
leeland's  tolol  population  of B
280,000,

In the last hol? cemury lelong hos
progrossed from g paosant culfure
o modem saciely oosed an high
tachnology. This economic achivity
b sparked e doveloprmen of art and
culture in the streets of Regkjavik, There 5 a
nafioral heotre and a symphony archestra.
I addition, today one  finds  frendy
restaurarts, cofes. eofies bams ond eeen
puds. Drly gince 1989 hos the serding af
beer been allowed in Reykjovik ober 74 veors

as a dry oyl

Irleregting  kbweern  ceromcg ong
nendicretts can be ‘ound in Reykjoviz's
downbown shops, A recenty-ouil shopping
center cordaing belh o Herd Bock Cole end
Elcdhisid, i restouram with o mesu featorng
awer | 00 iterns. There anwona who car finiss
=i nire SO0-grarn whele steak con hoee it
T res;

The lecal bus natwork cround Revkiavik is
g ; -;Jrld Hiere: e :jighlﬁ Iey mees, ir|(_||_|L:ir|g
the nofioral af gollery ond the notionol
ruzeurm. lceland's: kest collecton of bound
sagos @5 disploved 0 the Al Mogrivssen

{ngsitute. The  swnning Holgrmskickjo
Cothedral wos completed in 1724, the veor

iceland has lunctionad as a republic since recaiving Independence
from Denmark in 1944, The country was first inhakited by irish
monks who later fleg as waves of Norse settiers heasan o arrive in
iceiand in the nimth century.
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