With o ovsrage annual watss sarnperoties
ol ¥5F (24 ) ond urdspsatar visihilitg o up
o |31 foat 40 mesersl, diving hos becoma
Femance de Morgrhas pemorny fourist
atraction, Tha nrchperogn boosts white
sondy beaches bppec! by waorers untainted by
Thes a= 230
species of fish gag 15 voreties of corml s the
anchipsioga, Daolphine, stngroys, whales, fae
types ol gharks ond twe speoes of marnng
lorese all inhcld the archgaloge.

Twetrthy-hoir Apedies of muoeing teds e
Akt be dound, | owms -::-::lr.rli'.-nhfi:l Ly the
sroms of mesked boobies (Sul dockledr]
which follownd] tha Silver Shadew an Morch
13 o5 the ship crumnovigoted god then
sodad gwoy friom Fermando ge Maroeha

The famey Suddos conmairg nine species of
bookees ond gonnets, 8oth boobies and
Jannets ofa conspcsow of seo dus 1o their
lurge s2e, Rao® flight and specioculor divng
heabiits, Brlh boobes and gonnes Roes long
pointed bk, webbed ket ond painhs wings.
Adhough mesembirg o gannet sepericially
the masked booby’s heod is comgietely white
and the coloration resambies o black foce
mosk. In odddion, the mosked booby i
braader than the gannet, ard thers = o mare
exddensve loiling edge 10 the wings ol the
fizserriesr,

Eardy mariners, whe faund hal bockies
eahibitad fe lear ed b, killsd Eem

sl rem Basban dvers,

facsiby hoot hesend. Besceanme these birds appeares
tarres, thes wers ooted boobiss aler the
Spanzh werd bobo which mears ‘Supid
With o lergth ob 34 nches {88 omi and o
widtnh of & inches (157 om), the mosked
boctiy is the. lomges ard -haoviest o the
boooks, According 12 tha Maticral Avcdban
sociaty Fiesd Guide t2 Norh Amencan Beos,
Eosiern Ragron by Jonn Bl and lohr
Feerond, e, publisted o Blew Yoo in 1994
by Altred A Kincge, the ricaked bocky & %
stocky white seabivd with 2 black @l black
higss ondd o edges k1 the wings.” | beors
o pinkish o cmoge bill; oo during the
brmdi*'-g SRS 'll'p:e. hal:.l.'.rll suhibits o poich
of barz, blush skin ot the bose o the bill,
Prafaring dees waterTor fisting, fa booby
mxecutes rear-verscal plunge-dives =search
of flying fish andfor squig. |n foct, bookeaes
are setdam fownd in-regions whera Tlying fish
and sgquid are ret plentdul. | found that. e
booby would often let auto squawk sinilar ro
that of o duck prior o plumging dees into the
Adlonticoas if it werea vericol sorpeda; Cmar
beabies, upon hearing the squaskisg, wowd
plunge i the coean nearby, Petar Harmisan
in Seabieds of fhe Werld A Photogropha
Capice, ;.ubligi'neu o Londes 0 1998 by
Chissopher Heim b, reshons that the
mesked Booty, which 16 pancliomosl, 50

calonial breeder on slonds, ncloding e
south Atlardic isionds of Ferrande e
Begrnke card - Asconsion lond where 0
normally sons e chelky, pole blue eggsinan
shallow dapressian,

The Fighd Guide %o the Birds ol Morth
America,  third  editien, . published  in
Weshington, 0O in 2599 by the =ationol
{eogaeohic Soceh posts owt that e
maskad bocky Dresds os for morts o3
Flosidn's Dry Torogas. Teis bochy s dlsz
sighted rvely in the Gulf Seom s far noh
e e Ohider Banks 3 fadl Dorotea, The
bird 5 smeranly cospsorily inothe Gutlal

Wiexico during *te summer. The -maskad
bocksy & loosely gregonous o sex s 15 s0id
ot o fallow ships uswally, In foct, the many
masked bookles which aocamired us o0

Wiaich 13 wens v leager m evidenca the
hedtrevirng ok,

A S, oo Marh 14 te Sile Shodow
arrved ane mile (8 G-km) off 5 Peter ard 5
Faul Bocks, wiveh ook lottude 0093 8. ane
Iongitude 29,35 W, more than %6 miles
B30 ) of the coos of Beogil Thess
pouotzral Beozilion islonds, composed of
mylenisc pendodite, areaf welcars arigin,
The iglond goop, some B20 ket (250
inefers! wide and wih o masimum heighr of
a4 fest |19.5 mates, = the pest of o
sabenaring: rmsunion which ecenas 13,723
Tt (4 000 itefers) dows 4o e see bed
Fresberans.

ot Peter ardd 5 Paul Rocks ore-ab soerest
primosty bacouse they are so for oitshan in
the eguatono: Azlartic Dicaon, Tress oot
igonds mprezent ane of the wary few ploces
whera o mid-coeanic idge attoins a heigae
which k2 abowe seo bavel, In eHect, Shase mid.
Mlartic racks serveias on oasis Far rrarina Fn
wilhin an othereise desp wosker erenment,

Fhere 1s ro sownce ol bash water an the
rocks ather fhan 1ain, ond the sands
themsevas e cevoic of wgeatics with the
pcepron of teo hpes of ofgos But fhe
rrezera Fora and fapms provide o significors
b source for the seakirds which sesicle and
bresd theps A 1971 bealogionl sireey, by

Sreeth et el showed thot the brown boaby
(St leicogoster), fha bravwn noddy (Annus
stobicus] and e black aoddy  [Arcous
mimdus) all breed on these rocks ond thad
these wicd eqgy ora somalirmes eaten by
crebs 1ompsws gropsos!, which cocur fhara
e laege numbes. Inodentally, all thees o
these hirds are also stid o bresd on
Ascensian |siong,

Whils # SAppEs thial sciesndisrs, amnalaur
radio erthesiads ond Breslics  mitikary
mareominal ey e b Pra oy sdiitars b
85 Peter and 3, Poul Racks i roseet e,
iareskiniy thise Eodolen ishancs wers alsa
visibag by Uhgsdes Danstin in HMS Beogle in
TRA0 and by H. N, Massiey = HEAS
Challenges in 1872 Beah raduralisss raported
st vt ranbecs o s20 Dig cudng thosa
rineessin centiry calls, Howeves muliiudes
at sen birds e e langer in evdeace todoy
This moy be dee ko bomin irereancs Gn
the islonds. A Sghibooss, o fexdicr dawer, &
heowse anc o shed nove been coestructed an
ane of (e ilonds. There & alss o wooden
shiiwisy Turinereg down 10 a small dock oeea,

The:decline in bird life moy aleo e dus
wxtersiee Fzhing i the area By boats Fom
Braxzil . Duringy my shed vt | spetted three
fisrimig haribs weoekine alf these rocks. Capiain
Chimme o Fie Silvar Shodow meorkes? that be
wire surnraed b seeauch eromd fi.ihir'lg bicurts
nperating s fordmm the montmenl of South

* Additicnal imemet sobareescs wsed in
pregaratan of this adicle:

wwews b el e oo wil dwaris meodilast
errestiabnt/ntl 318 full kel
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