mepoiil, which juts wp some 540
melers feom the surounding pkaan s e
interior of the Mortharm Territons This
i the heart of Australia’s arid cutback,
27 kim distant are the Dagas, an
assembluge of gl rmocks which hide a
compley of porges. 441 km o the nonh
i Alice Springs. Mowadays o tourist
b, the sedthement oogimared jn 1872
g a service fowen for the mines and
cabtbe ranches i the region

Prarwan. the Norlhem Territorn's
lurgest caty, faces extremes of weather,
[haciseg e diy season lasting From May
i Oietoher there are bush Nires, Yer
durinz the wel season fiom Mevember
fs Aprad rogical monsoons leave bekind
some b mm of roin anmally, In

Darwin wharf

Faed, in Necember 1974 Cyclone Tragy
faicl waste to nearly wusthinds of
Eyarwin. Lxiremely isolatiod. Darwin is
Elerser 1o Tndonesia than iz 10 mesl
Avsarratian cities. Darwen miakes an
ideal base tor exploring ihe hivds and
e wildlifie in the .'1.!.'!..'.I'E“.- SIS
parks

[ynamie. bl 1selated Perth is siiuated
onty 16 km frodn 1he Indian Ocean port
of Fremantle. Seenic Perth was buill
aloag the Swan River, snd fhere are
spectacular beackes nearby. Perth

l:u.-,nrltr.d fivm a gnl-:l rush in the 1890
and also from the develapment of iron
ore deposits in South Australia from the
190 nfward.

Spavicus Canterrs, the planned
matioet capitel ciny featuring free-lingd
sirders and parks; will immedintedy
rennind the visitor of Washington, T
[t is possible o tour Cankberra’s most
impoctant public buildings in a single
day. The Austrelian Matomal Gatdlery
contains imporisnl works of art by
Aassiralians as weell as some by
European and ATeerican rmsstess,

Mearly glbofl the popalation ol Seuth
Auvstrafian lives inoand around Adeleide,
the state capital, the park-Rited grid
pattern of which was faist ot in ES36
Wlasl Australion wine is prodeccd in
South Awstralia. The Seuth Australian
b pserm with ks Aboriginil and other

artetacts will be of interest o the aunst.

Founded a3 penal colony in L84,
Heobart, the capital of Lasmaniz, is the
second-oldssd city in Australia Today
Hloburi, which fisces onte the Derwent
River, boasts many restored colontal-era
barildines.

Practicalities:

Climate varies widely in Aystralia as
the couniry is mearly the same size as
the continental United States. Souther
stafes such as Tasmanis and Yiclocia
have-a tenperaie olimate while the
climuate i ropical in the far nodh. The
hest manchs o ravel in. the gouth are
from (eteher 1o Decernber or from
Febryary fhrough April. The perfec
pime to visit e north s azound May,
April to Ctobor is 0 good Time o visit
the beaches i morthern Queenslend,

Because Australin 15 50 large, a
damestic wir pass might well bea
iraseller's best bet tor infeenal fravel
At efficient circular as rousing mizht

inclade somee of e Tolkowing segmenis,
all mezsured s the crow i Svdney
to Cpnberrs (490 mimaiess 147 km s
Cunbersa o Melbowmne (55 mneres J83
kit helbourne to Hohait (83

sinutes 623 k) Melhoome o
Acdelande 165 minutesiasd kend Adelaide
fo A lice Springs (1 boue, 35 minuies 878
kil Adios Springs to Perth (2 hours, 45
minuies | 976 km Alice Springs 1o
Ciarwin | hour, 50 minores &4 ko
Alice Springs to-Ciirns 12 boars, 20
mitnuies | A58 kmk Caime o Brishane
12 Banes, 13 minttes: 1.4 14 kg, and
Brishane to Sydney 175 minutes 775
Eml

ABOUT TED COOKSON:

Eorpts most wicely- trovelied travel
ngant, Ted hos bean to every
curdey | iri the ward! He hos also
visited 307 of the 315
destinationg an the list of the
Travellers’ Certury Club visit
wwre eptasirs. com and refer to
Worid T-'m-al Cliebh A travel
ggent ir Coing gince 1984, Ted
mEnGges EEYPT PARORAMS
TOURS, a full-gervice travel
aganey, ot 4 Rood 79 (between
Roods 2 and 10, neor the "El
Maad® metro siofion] in Maadi.
Cortect Egyot Ponorama Tours
open 7 doys o week 9 Ald-5 PR
of: Tei: 359:0200, A58-5880,
359.7307, Fou 35? 1199.
E-mgil: eptEhinknet,

Wab sibe: e B pTOURS COTTS
[Passwerd for residents: epfcost]




