








deposits of uranium, copper, tin, lead and silver are found in
mineral-rich Namibia.

Later that afternoon back in Walvis Bay I also purchased a
painted wooden bird from one of the vendors selling wooden
carvings displayed on plastic tarps spread on the ground outside
the port gate. Barbara, on the other hand, bought a wooden
carving of a mother and baby elephant. As we sailed away
from Walvis Bay I spotted a couple of seals swimming parallel
to the ship! The cold Benguela Current, which originates in
the Antarctic and flows north along the southwestern coast
of Africa, is responsible for the desertification of the coastal
regions of South Africa and Namibia. The plentiful fish in
these cold waters attract seals, African (jackass) penguins and
dolphins as well as bird life such as cormorants and flamingos.
Crayfish are also caught in Namibian waters.

In the small tidy port of Luderitz, Namibia we enjoyed a
stroll. The town contains a number of century-old German
imperial style and art nouveau buildings. Luderitz was founded
and named for the Bremen merchant who convinced Bismarck
to place South West Africa under German protection in 1884.
Diamonds were discovered at Kolmanskop, six miles east of
Luderitz, in 1908; and mining continued until 1950. When
Barbara and I visited Luderitz in 2006 we hired a taxi to go
out to tour the now abandoned, but partly preserved diamond-
mining town. Namibia produces about one-third of the world’s
diamonds.

Beautiful Cape Town, situated under stunning, flat-topped
Table Mountain, was our tenth port of call in Africa. The sail
into Cape Town’s natural harbour is one of the highlights of any
cruise. Unfortunately, strong winds forced the closure of the
port on the morning of our arrival. This delayed disembarkation
at Cape Town by eight hours, until 3 PM.

I had planned to take a taxi out to the Cape Town suburb of
Claremont in order to spend a few hours at a stamp dealer there.
After Barbara shopped in the morning at downtown Cape Town’s
openAfrican handicrafts bazaar in Greenmarket Square, we were
going to meet at Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens, South Africa’s
oldest and largest, which are situated not far from Claremont.
However, because Barbara and 1 disembarked from the
Prinsendam so late in the afternoon, we were forced to abandon
our original plans and just hit the ground running. We grabbed
a taxi from the Cape Town Waterfront straight to the one-year-
old Gold of Africa Museum downtown. From there we walked
over to Greenmarket Square where we managed to bargain for
a lovely stone bust of an African man and a number of unique
handmade wire and bead animals - now all the rage in South
Africa - as the vendors’ stalls were all disassembled around
us.

The next day Barbara and I took a coach tour to Boschendal,
a wine estate in Stellenbosch dating back to 1685. There the
group was offered a private tasting and cellar tour. This was
followed by lunch at a restaurant on the Moreson wine farm in
historic Franschoek. Later that evening we window shopped
in the clothing, home decor and handicraft shops at the Cape
Town Waterfront mall.

On our final morning in Cape Town, Barbara revisited
Greenmarket Square while I spent some time online. Then
we took a taxi to Cape Town’s new Holocaust Museum before
returning hurriedly to the Waterfront just in time for our noon
sail away from a picture-perfect Cape Town under clear blue
skies. It is no wonder that Cape Town is called South Africa’s
tourist capital!



